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Chinese Culture Day at Walton Elementary School

Walton Elementary School had a very special
and wonderful Chinese Culture Day on June 17,
2024. This event was organized by both Walton
Elementary School and Confucius Institute in
~ Coquitlam. The main purpose was to provide a
platform for the students to experience Chinese

The students were excited about this event
and about 250 students participated in six different
Chinese culture activities.

._ More than 130 students from grade 3 to grade

5 attended the Chinese dough art sessions. Under
the instruction of the teacher, the students were
enthusiastic about learning to make the dough art
figures of roses, pandas, fish and parrots during the




short 30-minute sessions. Although it was the
first time most of the students had done this,
every student was very concentrated and
imaginative to make the dough figures. The
principal and the teacher were also showing
great interest and tried making the parrot.

During the calligraphy sessions, the
students from kindergarten to grade 2 were
learning to write the characters‘/’, #’and
¢ 2%°in oracle style as well as‘ & ’in both
oracle and kaiti style. The students also
learned the meaning of two parts of the character ‘%’ .The students also learned how to write
the strokes of horizontal line, apostrophe line and strike line when they wrote ‘%’.The word
‘& ’enables the students to learn the Chinese traditional meaning of ‘home’, along with
bringing home their writing of this word.

In the Chinese painting classes, the teachers first demonstrated the tools such as bushes,
ink, paper and inkstone, as well as the basic techniques. The teachers also showed the changes
of ink’s lightness to darkness. Then, the students learned to draw bamboo. The teacher
demonstrated first with how to draw the stems and leaves, and then the students attempted to
use the brush and ink to draw their own bamboo. It was the first time for most of the students
to draw pictures by using brush and ink, so they were very enthusiastic about this opportunity.
In this session, the students not only learned the basic techniques for Chinese painting but also
had a better understanding of art and enjoyed it.

Origami sessions enable the students to experience the charm of Chinese traditional hand
crafts. At first, the teacher taught the students how to make fans, and then transform the fan
into butterflies and airplanes. The students also tried hard to make dogs. After, the students
took more challenges to make more complicated swords and dedicated stars. In addition, the
teacher also encouraged the students to create and design their own origami. The students not
only exercised their finger muscles
by folding the paper in different
ways, but also learned the related _
Chinese words. It challenged the
students to improve their creative
ability and hand-on ability as well as
allowing them to experience and
appreciate Chinese culture.

In the singing class, the teacher
taught a Chinese traditional song
‘Peasant’s Lot’ to the students. From
this song, the students were learning
the hardship of farming. The students




first learned how to read the poem and then learned to
sing the poem. At the end, the students performed it with
their singing. Through this learning process, the students
not only improved their Chinese speaking ability, but also
experienced the beauty of Chinese music and poem. They - ..
would remember it for a long time to come.

Hand-writing recorded the great thoughts and the
creation of printing enabled the human beings to share the
knowledges. In the carving and printing classes, the
teacher introduced the Chinese cultural treasure: printing.
It provided the opportunity for students to witness and
experience this great invention from the Chinese Tang
Dynasty. Under the instruction of the teacher, the students
put the color on the engraved boards with patterns and
then laid the paper over the board with pressure. When
the paper was lifted, the printing was done.

The whole day of Chinese culture activities enabled the students from Walton Elementary
School to experience the rich Chinese traditional cultures and help improve their understanding
and interest in the culture. The event was so successful that the students really enjoyed it. The

love and curiosity of the Chinese culture will be remembered by the students for a long time.




